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the questions put to her were cleverly and archly
given, and the whole mystery of her various in-
trigues came to light. The duke consequently re-
signed his place in the Horse-Guards, and at the
same time repudiated the beautiful and dangerous
cause of his humiliation. The lady, incensed at the
desertion of her royal swain, announced her inten-
tion of publishing his love-letters, which were likely
to expose the whole of the royal family to ridicule,
as they formed the frequent themes of his corre-
spondence. Sir Herbert Taylor was therefore com-
missioned to enter into a negotiation for the pur-
chase of the letters ; this he effected at an enormous
price, obtaining a written document at the same
time by which Mrs. Clarke was subjected to heavy
penalties if she, by word or deed, implicated the
honour of any of the branches of the royal family.
A pension was secured to her, on condition that she
should quit England, and reside wherever she chose
on the Continent. To all this she consented, and, in
the first instance, went to Brussels, where her pre-
vious history being scarcely known; she was well
received; and she married her daughters without
any inquiry as to the fathers to whom she might
ascribe them.

Mrs. Clarke afterwards settled quietly and com-
fortably iu Paris, receiving occasionally visits from
members of the aristocracy who had known her
when mingling in a certain circle in London. The
Marquis of Londonderry never failed to pay his
respects to her, entertaining a very high opinion of
her talents. Her manners were exceedingly agree-
able, and to the latest day she retained pleasing
traces of past beauty. She was lively, sprightly,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